[Surgery of acute mitral valve insufficiency].
Between January 1980 and December 1990, 16 patients with acute mitral insufficiency were operated on an emergency basis at our institution. They represented 1.8% of all mitral surgical cases. All of them were in acute pulmonary edema and 7 in cardiogenic shock. The etiology was ischemic in 6, degenerative in 4, infectious in 3, degenerative and infectious in 2 and traumatic in 1. The pathologic mechanism was chordal rupture in 8 patients (5 anterior) and papillary muscle rupture in the other 8 (5 posterior). A mitral valve replacement was performed in all cases. Two patients died and 7 had morbidity in the postoperative period. One patient died 6 months after surgery of congestive heart failure. Ten patients are in NYHA functional class I at a mean follow-up of 48.1 months. Acute mitral insufficiency has different etiologies and pathologic mechanisms. In spite of the severe clinical condition of these patients, mitral valve replacement has good immediate and long-term results.